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To  The  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the 

Clare  Rural  District  Council 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  for  your  consideration  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1947  on  'he 
Sanitary  Circumstances,  Vital  Statistics,  and  Health  of  the  Clare  Rural  District. 

The  Report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  issued  by  the 

I 

Ministry  of  Health  in  Circular  170/47. 

The  general  health  of  the  population  has  continued  to  be  good. 

ARTHUR  MORGAN, 

v-;  Medica^  Officer  oj  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area 

...  49,360  acres 

Number  of  Parishes 

24 

Rateable  Value 

'...  £32,100 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

Estimates  £131 

Estimated  Resident  Population  of  the  District: 

1944  1945  1946 

1947 

8,281  8,036  8,215 

8,273 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Rate  Books 

2,850 

The  whole  area  is  agricultural  in  character  and  there  are  no 
directly  or  indirectly  dependent  upon  agricultural  pursuits. 

industries  or  trades  other  than  those 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Live  Births: 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

75 

64 

139 

Illegitimate  

10 

8 

• 18 

Totals 

. ...  85 

72 

157 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population 

19.1 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  (England  & Wales) 

. 

20.5 

Stillbirths: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

I 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

2 

I 

3 

Rate  per  1,000  (total  live  and  stillbirths)  ... 

... 

18.7 

Deaths: 

Male  Female  Total 

58  69  127 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ... 



15. 1 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  (England  & Wales) 

12.0 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 

... 

... 

Nil 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  i year  of  age: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

I 

I 

Totals 

2 

3 

5 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  i year  of  age: 
(i)  All  infants  per  i,ooo  live  births 


31.8 


(2)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate 

live  births  . 

... 

... 

28.7 

(3)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births  . 

... 

... 

55-5 

1947 

1946 

1945 

1944 

1943 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages) 

17 

19 

1 1 

21 

19 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages) 

I 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  influenza  (all  ages) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

T 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

Nil 

I 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Birth  and  Death  Rates  for  the  last 

ten  years 

as  compared 

with  those  for 

[947: 

1937  1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Birth  Rate  ...  11.6  13.5 

13.8 

13-7 

14.4 

15.8 

17-5 

37.8 

17.2 

23.0 

19.0 

Death  Rate  ...  9.8  13.0 

15.4 

16.8 

13  5 

15.6 

14.5 

13.4 

13.8 

12.6 

15-1 

Classification  of  Deaths  under  age  groups: 
Ages: 


I 

and 

under  2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

53 

» 5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

53 

15 

I 

— 

I 

15 

33 

„ 25 

I 

I 

2 

25 

33 

» 35 

— 

— 

— 

35 

33 

» 45 

3 

2 

5 

45 

33 

» 55 

I 

I 

2 

55 

33 

» 65 

10 

9 

19 

65 

33 

» 75 

12 

17 

29 

75 

33 

over 

... 

... 

28 

36 

64 

Totals 

58 

69 

127 

GENERAL 

PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 

SERVICES 

FOR 

THE  AREA 

Male 
2 


Female 


Total 


Public  Health  Officers  <of  the  Authority: 

(a)  A whole  time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  who  also  acts  for  other  districts. 

(b)  Whole  time  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  H.  A.  Smith  (appointed  ist  November,  1944)-  Smith  is 

an  Associate  Member  of  the  Institute  of  Sanitary  Engineers,  an  Associate  Member  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute  and  a Member  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  D.  B.  Jones  (appointed  ist  November,  1945)-  Jf’nes 

holds  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary 
Inspectors’  Examination  Joint  Board,  and  is  an  Associate  Member  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute. 
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Hospitals: 


There  are  no  Hospitals  in  the  district.  Patients  requiring  treatment  either  attend  Addembrooke’s 
Hospital,  Cambridge,  or  the  West  Suffolk  General  Hospital  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds.  The  Newmarket 
Rural  District,  Cambs.,  have  a well-equipped  Isolation  Hospital  at  Exning,  near  Newmarket,  and  cases 
of  infectious  disease  are  accepted  there  at  a charge  of  £3  12s.  6d.  weekly  plus  the  cost  of  removal  by 
motor  ambulance. 


Water  Supplies  : 

Water  is  supplied  to  the  area  by  the  following  means: 


(i)  Piped  supplies  by  the  Council  in  the  Parishes  of  Hundon,  Clare  and  Withersfield. 


Htmdon  : 

Here  there  is  a single  bore  350  feet  deep — a Lister  rotary  pump  driven  by  a 40  h.p.  oil  engine 
and  two  mechanical  sand  pressure  filters.  Water  is  delivered  to  an  underground  reservoir  on 
high  altitude  from  whence  it  gravitates  to  the  village  and  serves  an  approximate  population  of  500 
persons.  A pumping  main  from  these  works  also  supplies  an  elevated  tower  at  Stradishall 
R.A.F.  station  (by  agreement  on  a maximum  of  60,000  gallons  per  day).  As  there  is  only  a single 
bore  and  pump,  constant  attention  is  required  in  order  to  maintain  the  required  supply.. 

This  water  is  of  good  quality  as  evidenced  by  analysis.  Due  to  the  single  bore  and  pump 
a constant  supply  cannot  be  guaranteed  and,  when  the  engine  is  out  of  commission,  the  Council 
supplies  the  parish  area  from  water  tanks  filled  from  the  Clare  supply  depending  upon  its 
sufficiency  at  that  particular  time. 

During  the  present  year,  water  had  to  be  purchased  and  carted  from  the  Haverhill  U.D. 
Council  mains  to  supply  these  tanks  for  a 14  day  period,  because  the  engine  at  the  Hundon 
Waterworks  had  broken  down. 

The  supply  from  the  Clare  Waterworks  was  insufficient  at  that  time,  and  that  from  Withers- 
field so  objectionable,  owing  to  its  high  iron  content,  that  it  could  not  be  used  for  this  purpose. 


Clare  : 

The  original  bore,  together  with  a windmill  pump,  was  installed  in  1912  and  supplied  water 
to  a 65,000  gallon  underground  reservoir.  In  1934  the  Council  decided,  in  view  of  the  increased 
demand  for  water  by  the  consumers  of  the  Parish,  to  augment  the  supply  by  the  sinking  of  a 
second  borehole — and  filtration  by  two  sand  filters  to  remove  the  iron  oxide. 

The  scheme  now  exists  with  2 oil  engines  and  pumps,  a service  reservoir,  sand  filters  and 
mains,  and  supplies  approximately  95%  of  the  parish  population,  estimated  at  1,252  persons. 

Constant  trouble  is  experienced  with  the  engines  and  at  six  monthly  periods  the  makers’ 
fitters  are  called  in  to  dismantle  the  engine  and  fix  new  parts,  etc. 

The  works  are  situated  approximately  one  mile  from  the  village  on  the  Clare  Common — 
access  is  by  a cart  track  and  great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  delivering  fuel  oil  for  engines.  On 
many  occasions  it  has  been  impossible  to  gain  access  by  motor  vehicle  and  oil  is  transferred  on 
to  farm  carts  and  taken  to  the  works  from  the  village. 

The  water  is  of  good  quality  but  open  to  pollution  from  birds  and  insects  harbouring  the 
walls  of  the  open  filter  beds. 


Withers  field  : 

In  1939  a 9 inch  borehole  was  sunk  through  the  boulder  clay  into  the  chalk  to  a depth  of 
257  feet.  Water  is  pumped  from  the  bore  by  a 12  h.p.  Lister  engine  through  a rising  main  to 
a 12,000  gallon  elevated  steel  tower.  The  maximum  pumping  rate  is  2,000  gallons  an  hour.  In 
addition  to  supplyi.ng  Withersfield,  it  was  intended  that  the  neighbouring  parishes  of  Great 
and  Little  Thurlow,  Great  and  Little  Bradley,  should  have  a piped  supply  from  this  source 
via  a main  laid  in  1946/47,  and  a contract  is  now  being  carried  out  for  laying  communication 
pipes  from  this  m.ain  to  individual  properties,  it  not  being  proposed  to  use  standpipes.  It 
is  an  unfortunate  fact,  however,  that  this  water  is  not  only  hard  but  is  rendered  so  obnoxious  and 
unpalatable  by  its  heavy  iron  content  as  to  be  useless  for  a public  domestic  supply  unless  adequately 
treated.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  water  obtained  from  the  Hundon  and  Clare  Waterworks  also 
contains  an  excess  of  iron  which  is  removed  by  aeration  and  filtration. 

In  the  meantime,  in  order  to  alleviate  matters,  seven  water  tanks  have  been  placed  at 
convenient  points  in  the  village  of  Withersfield  and  are  filled,  as  often  as  may  be  necessary, 
by  water  carted  from  the  Hundon  Waterworks. 

As  it  is  unlikely  that  the  General  District  Scheme  referred  to  below  will  come  into  effective 
operation  for  some  considerable  time,  two  alternatives  might  be  considered,  viz ; 

(1)  Provision  of  a suitable  plant  to  remove  the  iron,  or 

(2)  to  take  water  from  the  new  Wratting  borehole  by  a temporary  pump  and  laying  a 
main  to  the  Withersfield  tower. 

The  latter  alternative  would  seem  the  most  appropriate  and  least  expensive. 

In  addition  to  piped  supplies  provided  from  waterworks  situated  within  the  area,  1 1 houses 
at  Withersfield,  out  of' reach  of  the  local  mains,  are  supplied  by  an  extension  of  the  main  from 
waterworks  situated  in  the  adjoining  Urban  Disirict  of  Haverhill  and  a similar  extension  supplies 
17  houses  in  the  village  of  Little  Wratting. 

(2)  Water  tanks  provided  by  the  District  Council: 

In  1944  there  was  a general  shortage  of  water  in  those  parishes  dependent  upon  supplies 
obtained  from  public  and  private  wells.  This  situation  was  met  by  the  acquisition  and  distribution  . 
at  suitable  points  of  a number  of  300  and  500  gallon  galvanised  iron  tanks.  At  present  there  are 
74  in  use  divided  between  13  parishes.  They  are  not  sited  permanent^  but  are  moved  about 
from  place  to  place  according  to  necessity.  The  contractor  employed  by  the  Council  to  fill  tht 
tanks  draws  water  from  a hydrant  on  the  Hundon  main  & delivers  it  by  lorry  in  a 1000  gallon 
tank.  Apart  from  the  general  inconvenience  and  costliness  of  this  method  there  are  other 
disadvantages,  such  as: 

(a)  Users  will  persist  in  removing  the  covers,  where  this  can  be  done,  and  dipping  unclean 
pails  into  the  water  rather  than  trouble  to  use  the  taps. 

(b)  The  freezing  up  of  the  tanks  and  taps  during  the  winter. 

(3)  Public  Pumps  and  Wells  vested  in  and  controlled  by  the  Council: 

There  are  32  of  these  drawing  water  from  shallow  wells  and  boreholes.  The  majority 
are  hand  dug  to  a depth  of  about  20  feet  and,  in  some,  a borehole  has  been  sunk  beyond  the 
limit  of  digging  for  a further  60  or  70  feet.  The  water  is  lifted  by  hand  pumps  or  w'inches 
with  chain  and  bucket. 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  made  during  the  year  indicated  that  the  water 
obtained  from  9 was  “ fit  for  drinking  purposes  ” and  that  obtained  from  22  was  “ unfit,”  the 
remaining  well  had  gone  dry,  not  an  unusual  ciicumstance  in  the  summer  months.  In  the  case  of 
unfit  wells,  notices  have  been  put  up  advising  people  to  boil  the  water  before  using  it  for 
domestic  purposes.  Apart  from  other  disadvantages,  these  pumps  require  a fair  amount  of 
maintenance,  the  most  frequent  faults  being  corrosion  of  the  suction  pipes,  wearing  of  the 
leather  buckets,  and  damage  by  frost  in  the  winter,  protection  by  sacking  is  not  invariably  effective. 
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(4)  Private  piped  supplies  open  to  the  public; 

At  Hawkedon  there  is  a standpipe  supplying  the  village  from  a borehole  adjoining  the 
Hall  Farm  and  a similar  arrangement  is  existing  at  Poslingford.  Approximately  90  houses  at 
Stoke-by-Clare  receive  a piped  supply  from  water  works  in  the  ownership  of  Stoke  College 
Estate. 

(5)  Private  wells  and  boreholes: 

There  are  a considerable  number  of  privately  owned  boreholes  throughout  the  area,  which 
in  some  cases  afford  a supply  to  groups  of  cottages  where,  no  public  supply  is  available. 

GENERAL  DISTRICT  SCHEME  : 

A public  inquiry  relating  to  the  Council’s  application  to  borrow  £160,000  for  works  of  water  supply 
was  held  on  the  21st  November.  The  scheme  embodies  the  sinking  of  a duplicate  bore  at  Great  Wratting, 
duplicate  pumps  and  automatic  switch  gear,  pumping  station,  softening  plant,  reservoir,  water  tower, 
mains,  valves,  etc.,  and  is  divided  into  two  sections,  viz. : — 

1.  Low  level  area.  Supplied  from  Great  Wratting  bores  via  a pumping  main  to  a reservoir  at 
Hundon  Hall  from  which  the  following  parishes  can  be  supplied  by  gravitation  from  the  pro- 
posed 750,000  gallon  reservoir:  Barnardiston,  Great  and  Little  Bradley,  Cavendish,  Clare, 
Denston,  Hawkedon,  Hundon,  Kedington,  Poslingford,  Stansfield,  Stradishall,  Stoke-by-Clare, 
Great  and  Little  Thurlow,  Wickhambrook  (part),  Withersfield,  Wixoe,  Great  and  Little  Wratt- 
ing. Estimated  population  8,050  persons. 

2.  High  level  area.  This  area  would  consist  of  the  parishes  of  Depden,  Ousden,  Lidgate, 
Cowlinge  and  Wickhambrook  (part)  serving  an  estimated  population  of  1,300  persons.  Thingoe 
R.D.C.  will  supply  water  to  a reservoir  for  their  own  area  use  and  from  which  water  will  be 
boosted  to  a tower  to  supply  the  above  five  parishes  by  gravitation. 

The  two  maps  show  existing  and  proposed  methods  of  water  supplies. 
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DRAINAGE  and  SEWERAGE  : 


There  is  no  efficient  system  of  sewage  disposal  for  any  of  the  Villages  in  the  area. 

A sewer  and  treatment  works  have  been  installed  to  Council  houses  at  Bury  Road,  Wickhambrook, 
to  obviate  a nuisance  caused  by  sewage  fouling  a roadside  ditch.  The  sewer  can  be  used  for  any  further 
major  scheme  in  that  area  but  the  works  are  designed  to  treat  sewage  from  these  i6  houses  only. 

Due  to  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining  staff  for  the  preparation  of  sewerage  schemes  throughout 
the  whole  area  the  Council  appointed  a firm  of  Consulting  Engineers  to  give  them  a report  on  possible 
schemes  for  each  Parish.  The  greatest  nuisance  from  sewage  disposal  being  at  Clare,  the  Council  asked 
that  this  centre  of  population  should  receive  priority  by  the  Consultants  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a report 
will  be  placed  before  the  Council  in  1948. 

The  need  for  efficient  collection,  treatment  and  disposal  of  sewage  is  only  too  obvious  throughout 
the  area,  as  the  ditches  and  streams  must,  in  the  absence  of  treatment  works,  accept  crude  sewage  from 
the  majority  of  houses  in  the  area. 

The  Council  clean  out  by  Contract  42  cesspools  installed  on  Council  housing  estates  together  with 
a sewage  tank  at  Clare  which  is  grossly  inadequate  to  treat  sewage  from  the  number  of  houses  draining 
into  the  system. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  and  REFUSE  DISPOSAL  : 

Refuse  collections  organised  by  the  respective  Parish  Councils  are  carried  out  at  Clare,  Hundon, 
Cavendish  and  Kedington.  Arrangements  have  also  been  made  for  similar  collections  in  the  Parishes 
cf  Great  and  Little  Thurlow,  Great  and  Little  Bradley,  Withersfield,  Barnardiston  and  Stoke-by-Clare. 

I have  for  many  years  advocated  a scavenging  scheme  to  cover  the  whole  district.  Such  a scheme 
has  now  been  prepared  and  the  District  Council  proposes  to  collect  refuse  from  the  whole  area  by  direct 
labour,  and  an  order  has  been  placed  for  a Karrier  Motor  which  is  expected  to  be  delivered  in  1948. 
It  is  estimated  that  refuse  will  ultimately  be  collected  from  about  2,431  houses. 

At  present  a contract  is  in  existence  for  the  cleaning  out,  every  fortnight,  of  129  pail  closets,  and 
every  six  months  of  36  closet  vaults  in  the  parish  of  Clare.  When  the  sewerage  scheme  for  Clare  is 
completed,  these  insanitary  arrangements  should  be  replaced  by  water  closets. 

RIVERS  and  STREAMS  : 

The  streams  drain  the  higher  boulder  clay  area  into  the  valley  of  the  river  Stour  which  runs 
through  the  district  from  North  to  South  and  then  turning  Eastwards  forms  its  Southern  boundary.  The 
parishes  situated  along  the  course  of  the  river  are  Great  and  Little  Bradley,  Little  Thurlow,  Great  Thur- 
low, Great  Wratting,  Kedington,  Wixoe,  Stoke-by-Clare,  Clare  and  Cavendish  and  the  river  receives 
pollution  from  all  of  them.  The  greatest  nuisance,  however,  is  at  Clare.  It  is  estimated  that  the  total 
population  of  these  villages  is  about  4,000  persons. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA  : 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  undei 
the  various  Acts,  Orders  and  Byelaws  in  force  within  the  area : — 


Housing  Matters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  932 

Sanitary  Accommodation  and  Drainage  ...  ...  14 1 

Disinfestation  and  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Milk  and  Dairies  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  39 

Shops  and  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ■■■  •••  •••  3^ 

Scavenging  and  Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  347 

Verminous  Premises  and  Persons  ...  ...  ...  4 

Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Meat  and  other  foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..•  ...  •••  •••  •••  64 
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SUMAIARY  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  : 


Dwelling  House  (structural  d fccts) 
Nuisance  (not  included  in  above) 
Water  Supplies 
Drainage  (house) 

Privies,  Ash-pits  and  Cesspools  ... 
Cowsheds  and  Dairies 


Informal 

72 

I 

8 

3 

8 

6 


Defects 

Remedied 

51 

I 

6 

I 

5 

6 


Two  formal  notices  to  carry  out  repairs  were  served  on  Owners  during  the  year. — One  notice  served 
was  in  part  complied  with  and  the  owner  has  conse.itcd  to  complete  the  work  when  materials  are  avail- 
able. In  the  second  case  a Court  Order  was  made  for  the  work  to  be  done  and  this  was  carried  out. 


FACTORIES  : 


Inspections  made  : 

No.  on  Register 

Inspections. 

Written 

notices 

Factories  in  which  Sections  i,  2,  3,  4 and  6 of 
the  Factories  Act  1937  are  enforced  by  the 

Council.  (Cleanliness,  Overcrowding,  tern- 

perature,  ventilation,  drainage  of  floors).  ... 

15 

18 

3 

Factories  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 

(Sanitary  Conveniences) 

22 

25 

I 

Totals 

37 

43 

4 

Defects  : 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (Section  4) 

Found 

2 

Remedied 

2 

Drainage  of  Floors  (Section  6) 

... 

I 

I 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

I 

I 

Total 

4 

4 

There  were  no  prosecutions  against  occupiers  for  non-compliance  with  the  Act. 
37  Factories  appear  on  your  Register — one  being  added  during  the  year. 
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HOUSING 


Inspection  of  Dwelling  Homes  duying  the  Year  : 


I.  (i)  {a) 


Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  the  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts) 


486 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  521 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (including  under  sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were 

inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  486 

{b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  521 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 

health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 

sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  15 1 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices;  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ii 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : — 

There  were  no  proceedings  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(a)  Sections  9,  10  and  16. 

{b)  Sections  ii  and  13. 

(c)  Section  12. 

Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requir- 
ing defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  ^ 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service 

of  formal  notices : — 

{a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  i 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  — 

Four  houses  built  by  Private  Enterprise  have  been  occupied  during  the  year,  and  alterations  to 
property  have  afforded  additional  accommodation  for  6 families. 

58  Council  Houses  are  being  built  in  12  Parishes  but  none  of  these  were  completed  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  The  estimated  housing  needs  of  the  District  were  given  to  the  Council  during  the  year  the 
figure  being  661  based  on  unfit  houses  and  overcrowded  families. 


3- 

(a) 


{h) 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply  : 


Total  number  of  farms  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5^ 

Accredited  milk  producers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ■■■  7 

TT  producers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  retailers  premises  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Dairymen  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Number  of  Retailers  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


Number  of  Pasteurised  Licences  (i  Supplementary  and  i Dealers)  ...  2 

Meat  and  other  Foods  : 

Licensed  Slaughter-houses  used  for  occasional  slaughtering  only...  ...  10 

Meat  is  distributed  to  the  different  butchers  from,  a central  slaughter-house  situated  in  an 
adjoining  area. 

There  are  two  Knackers  Yards  registered. 


Unsound  Food  : 


The  following  amounts  of  foodstuffs  unfit  for  human  consumption  have  been  dealt  with ; — 


Meat 

Tinned  Food 
Eggs  ... 
Cheese  . . . 
Cereals  ... 
Fish 


38  lbs. 
152  lbs. 
132 
7 lbs. 
76  lbs. 
205  lbs. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  : 

There  are  24  licensed  slaughtermen  in  your  area.  Licences  are  granted  for  a period  of  12  months 
and  the  licensing  fee  is  i/-. 


Fried  Fish  Shops  : 

There  is  one  shop  situated  at  Clare.  The  trade  is  carried  on  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

Ice  Cream  Premises  : 

No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the  area. 

Infectious  Diseases  : 

Seven  houses  have  been  fumigated  following  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  infectious 
diseases. 


Rodent  Destruction  : 

The  Clare  Refuse  tip  is  treated  at  frequent  intervals  by  the  War  Agricultural  Executive  Comminee, 
carrying  out  work  on  behalf  of  the  Council.  No  other  scheme  is  in  operation  but  the  Council  arc 
contemplating  a scheme  to  cover  the  whole  area. 


PREVALENCE  AliD  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 


ihere  is  little  to  comment  upoa  under  this  heading  there  having  been  no  incidence  of  any  of  the 
major  infectious  diseases.  For  purposes  of  comparison,  the  total  number  of  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  during  the  last  nine  years  as  compared  withthe ♦present  year  is  indicated  in  the  following  table: 


1938 

-39 

-40 

-41 

-42 

-43 

-44 

-45 

-46 

-47 

Diphtheria 

3 

— 

6 

8 

— 

I 

I 

I 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever 

I 

— 

15 

22 

19 

6 

4 

20 

5 

4 

Cerebro  spinal  fever 

— 

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  pyrexia  , 

I 

I 

2 

I 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  ... 

— 

— 

9 

180 

71 

42 

6 

103 

19 

105 

Whooping  cough  ... 

— 

9 

1 1 

69 

8 

27 

3 

16 

16 

to 

Pneumonia 

7 

8 

14 

7 

12 

6 

9 

5 

0 

I 

Erysipelas 

3 

I 

4 

I 

5 

2 

2 

I 

2 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Infective  jaundice 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 1 

7 

I 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Totals  15 

21 

62 

289 

115 

97 

32 

149 

44 

120 

The  arrangements  for  diphtheria  immunisation  are  the  same  as  set  out  in  my  report  for  1942.  It 
is  estimated  that  approximately  85  per  cent,  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  and  87  per  cent,  of  those 
between  the  ages  of  5 and  15  have  been  fully  protected.  Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  always  supplied  free 
of  charge  to  Medical  Practitioners. 

The  Emergency  Public  Health  Labatory,  Tennis  Court  Road,  Cambridge,  deals  with 
any  bacteriological  examinations  that  may  be  required. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  notifications  in  age  groups,  together  with  the 
number  removed  to  hospital. 
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Cl 
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Cl 
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Total 

Cases 

NotifiedJ 

1 

o 

o 

120 

Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Pneumonia  ..  ..| 

Totals 

ir/ 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1947 


Age 

Periods. 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pnlin 

on  ary 

Non-Piilmonary 

1 

Pulin 

onary 

Non-Po 

Imonary 

M 

F 

M 

P 

M 

F 

M 

F. 

0 

1 

5 

’ 

1 

1 

15 

3 

25 

1 

1 

35 

1 

2 

45 

2 

55 

65  and  over 

1 

Totals 

7 

3 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths,  nil. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulation, 
1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

ARTHUR  MORGAN,  M.A.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 
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